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the issue of freedom for all peoples. Wearing no monocle, and unable to agree with Lady Astor, I happen to think of the freedom of India exactly as I think of the freedom of Norway or Greece or Poland. I should be equally opposed to the extermination of freedom in Greece or Poland, either by Germany or by Russia, no matter what my sympathy for Russia and what my antipathy for Nazi Germany.
Now this attitude happens to be very difficult to understand. Some Americans can make the convenient difference between freedom from England for the Thirteen Colonies and freedom from England for India. Words spoken by Tom Paine are regarded as the Bible of Democracy; the same words spoken by Gandhi or Nehru are regarded as heresy and treason to our war effort. Not being an American, I cannot see the difference. To me, George Washington was as "anti-British" as Gandhi or Nehru, and just as stubborn. A binocular vision is an inconvenient thing. I know that Churchill is tremendously popular in New York, and I could have been a little smooth and applauded the hero I admired during Dunkirk. But I prefer to stick to my binoculars or to my two naked eyes.
I am dense enough not to be able to see the difference between the Indians fighting for their freedom and the French underground organization fighting for theirs. The Government of India has published a White Paper showing that the Congress leaders are guilty of actions or speeches leading to popular uprisings and sabotage. Two East India trunk railways were sabotaged, it is stated. If the Paris-Lille and Paris-Lyons Railways had been sabotaged, how the American press would have hailed those brave fighters for freedom and liberators of mankind! What tribute to the human spirit, evidence that it can never be conquered by physical force! Two trunk